MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

alone are reliable and secure from counterfeiting or other
source of loss. Consequently, ingots of gold and silver are
not accepted, because they are not reliable and may not be
depended upon unless tested by melting. If more than one
Impressed coin of the same degree of purity of metal but of
different value be current, and the tax collector demands
payment of the tax in terms o-f the most highly valued of
those coins, the tax is settled in its terms, in case such coin
is one that has been struck by the sultan of the time, be-
cause the contrary course would involve disloyalty. If,
however, the coin has been struck by another sultan, then
the tax is still settled in it, if the previous landowner has
paid in the same coin; otherwise it is tyranny to insist on
that particular coin.

The dirhams l and dinars are not accepted in payment of
kharaj if their silver or gold has been reduced (maksur).*

As regards the measure used in the kharaj,31 if it is the
proportional kharaj, it makes no difference what measure
is used. If, however, the kharaj is of the fixed kind, ac-
cording to the 'Alaniklriyyah, the measure used in this con-

1 The dirham used in connection with khardj is the same as is used
in zakdt.

2 The doctors disagree as to the propriety of reducing the metal of
the  coins.    Malik  and most of  the  Medina  doctors  declare  such  a
practice to be abominable.   The Prophet is said to have forbidden the
reduction  of  the size of the  coin   (sikkah).    This  hadtth  is  taken
by some to mean a prohibition of turning the coins into bullion, by
others, of turning them into plate, by still others, of trimming off the
edges of coins with scissors, because in the beginning of Islam coins
were counted by tale.   Abu Hanifah and the doctors of 'Iraq, on the
other hand, hold the view that such a practice is not abominable.   Al-
Shafi'i says that the practice is not abominable if the reduction was
required by necessity, otherwise it is a wanton act.    Finally Ahmad
Ibn Hanbal approves of it only with respect to coins on which the
name of God was not impressed.

5 Mawardi, p. 272; 'Alamkiriyyah, vol. ii, p. 339; Fatk, vol. v, p. 281;
Mafatih, pp. 14-5, 66-8.